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It Takes a Merry Christmas to 
make a Happy Holiday

   There  is  debate  today  about  a  war  on 
Christmas and how politically correct we have 
gotten  to  be.   Do we say  Merry  Christmas or 
Happy  Holiday?   We prefer  Merry  Christmas, 
however we are not going to run a long editorial 
about  it.  Instead  we  prefer  to  offer  a  simple 
solution that was sent to us.  

        What a great Christmas Party you can build 
around this theme.  So to all our readers we wish 
a Merry Christmas and we pray you will join us 
in using the theme of Happy Birthday Jesus.

Our Mission Statement
        Each year at this time we like to reprint our 
mission statement.  Not just for new readers as it 
is  something  we  all  have  to  remind  ourselves 
about.  This  year  we  wish  to  add  a  request. 
Please consider the words you are about to read 
and then let us know whenever you feel we are 
not living up to them. Of course we love hearing 
from you when you think we are staying on task.

   Point  North  †  Outreach,  Inc.  is  a  non-
denominational  Christian  organization 
that highlights,  promotes  and  supports  what  is 
being  done  in  regard  to  faith  and  family 
productions.   Our  publication,  Point  North  †  
Tidings,   is for all fans of the media who desire 
to see more faith-based and family films and TV 
shows.  Our goal is to inform our readers about 
these productions and artists, encourage them to 
support the films and TV shows they create that 

reflect Christian values, thereby ensuring a vital 
and growing market for the programs and films 
that will positively impact our culture.   Through 
publication  interviews  fans  may  witness  the 
transforming  power  of  God's  love  and  saving 
grace through His gift of the risen Jesus Christ.   
The  Point North † Tidings staff and the media 
stars with  whom  we  work  acknowledge  and 
respect  that  the Christian walk is  a  continuing 
process  of  growth  in  faith,  hope,  and  love  to 
reach spiritual maturity.    We also seek to share 
this  with  non-Christians  so  that  they  may 
experience the joy of knowing Jesus Christ.

A Note from Ye Olde Editor 
     We would not be able to keep going without 
your  prayers  and  suggestions  that  come  in 
regard to stories you would like us to cover. We 
feel like our readership is a family.
    Point North † Outreach, Inc.  is  a “not for 
profit”  organization  and  we  are  classed  as  a 
business  by  the  IRS.  However,  we  do  not 
operate like a business and we have to depend 
upon  financial  gifts  and  contributions  of 
Christian  books,  DVDs,  and CDs that  we can 
sell.  No profit is ever made financially, however 
there is great profit spiritually in the enjoyment 
we receive in being able to provide you with this 
publication.
   As  was  said  earlier  on  this  page,  we  do 
appreciate input and we would like to hear from 
you  in  regard  to  what  you  like  about  this 
publication as well  as  what  you would like to 
see changed.
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Christmas Memories
It  is  a  joy  for  us  to  receive  these  special  
memories and to be permitted to share with our  
readers.

Torry Martin

A lot  of  people  consider  me  to  be  an 
eccentric  when  they  first  learn  that  I  put  my 
Christmas tree up in September.  Fortunately for 
me,  I’ve  never  been  one  to  give  much 
consideration to what others think of me or my 
decorating  prowess,  regardless  of  the  season.  
And considering the fact that I decorate my tree 
with garlands made from moose droppings and 
shotgun shells, that’s probably a good thing. You 
see as far as I’m concerned, as soon as there is a 
month  that  ends  in  “ber”  (“Brrrr!”)  it  is 
technically  legal  to  start  decorating  for  the 
holidays.  However  there  is  an  even  greater 
reason that I put my tree up in September, and 
today I’d like to share it with you. (If you want 
to know why I decorate with moose droppings 
and  shotgun  shells,  that’s  a  story  for  another 
time.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  I  believe  in 
recycling.)  I  digress,  let’s  get  back  to  the 
September Christmas tree.

20 years  ago,  1994 to be exact,  I  was 
living in a 21 foot camper trailer in Anchorage, 
Alaska. That year was soon to be known as the 
third snowiest winter in Anchorage with a total 
of 121.5 inches falling before spring came. I had 
almost  nothing  to  my  name  aside  from  my 
camper, my clothes and one pair of boots. The 
thought  that  Christmas would soon be coming 
was depressing because I didn't have any family 
in Alaska. It was just my best friend Rob, a dog 

named  Sam,  a  cat  named  Rusty  and  me.  My 
only Christmas decoration was the little crystal 
Christmas  tree  in  this  picture.  My  mom  and 
Grandma made it together out of crystal beads 
and safety pins and had sent it to me as an early 
Christmas gift. It was September when I plugged 
it in and I knew it was too early for Christmas 
but the light  from this tree gave me hope that 
there  were  good  years  ahead.  The  winter  was 
dark in Alaska with limited hours of daylight but 
this little tree kept my camper from feeling more 
dismal than it was. I remember praying that one 
day  I  would  have  a  real  house  with  a  big 
Christmas tree, lots of ornaments, many friends 
to share it with and more than one pair of boots. 
God has clearly more than answered that prayer. 
And  now  -  20  years  later,  I  always  put  my 
Christmas tree up in September and I am always 
sure to put this little crystal Christmas tree up in 
a place of prominence to serve as a reminder to 
me of God's faithfulness.

As a bonus element my mom made the 
rock frame for  this  picture  of  my  camper.  It's 
made from rocks collected on my parents many 
gold  mining  trips.  It  reminds  me  that  even 
during the hard years, Jesus is my rock and my 
deliverer.

"The LORD is my rock and my fortress 
and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I 
take  refuge;  My  shield  and  the  horn  of  my 
salvation, my stronghold." - Psalm 18:2 

Eccentrically His,  Torry
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Lisa Bennett

Carol  Webster,  Jenn  Gotzon,  John Baldwin 
and  Lisa  Bennett  at  a  Western  Film  Fair 
banquet.

I  can  certainly  recall  one  of  my  most 
favorite  Christmas  memories.  I  was  maybe  3 
years  old  and received one  of  the  best  gifts  I 
could ever receive. It was my first drum set. It 
was a red and silver striped Mickey Mouse set. I 
still  remember  what  I  first  played  on  it  and 
feeling like I knew what I was doing at the time. 
Funny how we can do things when we are small, 
and think we are really something. To me, it was 
one  of  the  greatest  gifts.  But  for  my  parents, 
even  though  they  bought  it  for  me,  they  may 
have been feeling a little sorry they purchased it, 
at  least  by  my teenage years  when I  was  still 
playing but louder on a bigger set and with the 
stereo  blasting.  Not  to  mention  all  the  band 
rehearsals,  parades  and  traveling  to 
competitions. But, even to this day, I still love to 
play and have an even bigger set now, without 
the Mickey Mouse logo, of course. It's the gift 
that keeps on giving when you give a child an 
instrument. But, please do buy a set, or two of 
ear plugs along with it.

Isaac Hernandez
When I  was asked to submit  my most 

memorable Christmas memory, I began to think 
about all  of  my past  Christmases starting with 
the ones when I was a child. I must admit there 
are quite a few of them as I am 56 years old. I 
remember  Christmas  time  from  when  I  was 
maybe around 5 years old. I remember the smell 

of  a  real  Christmas  tree,  something  I  do  not 
smell any more since we use a fake Christmas 
tree every year.  I  remember the old Christmas 
lights  that  had the  liquid  in  them.  Don’t  have 
those  any  more  either,  now they  are  all  LED 
lights. I also remember the Christmas plays that 
we would do every year. My family has always 
been very much involved in  church theater  so 
we would all participate in these presentations. I 
have been everything from a shepherd to a Magi 
to Joseph to King Herod. I may have even been 
baby Jesus but I would of course be too young to 
remember that.  Back then we used to make our 
own  lighting  with  regular  light  bulbs  and  put 
color  gel  in  front  of  them.  We  used  to  even 
make  our  own  dimmers  with  house  dimmers 
purchased at the local hardware store. It  really 
was a lot of fun doing it all yourself. Now I just 
hire lighting companies to come in with all  of 
their  gear  and  do  some  incredible  spectacular 
lighting effects but I must admit, I sort of miss 
the creative aspect of making what you needed 
by hand.

Isaac Hernandez and his daughter Melissa

I also remember all of the family getting 
together and all  of us cousins having so much 
fun  opening  up  presents  and  then  playing 
together with our toys we had just received. It’s 
sad  but  families  don’t  get  together  anymore. 
Seems our lives are so busy we just don’t have 
time to get together. 

Still with all of those memories coming 
back as I reached back in time, none really stuck 
out  until  I  got  to  the  Christmas  of  1980. 
Suddenly  my  memory  just  lit  up  like  a 
Christmas  tree  (Pun  very  much  intended)  and 
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then  I  realized  that  was  the  Christmas  that  I 
needed to write about. You see, that Christmas 
day my wife and I had already opened all of our 
Christmas gifts that we had  given each other or 
had received from our parents or siblings.  But 
there was one more that was still waiting to be 
opened  only  we  could  not  open  it  until  the 
present itself decided it was time to come out of 
the box so to speak. The box was rather warm 
and comforting and perhaps the gift did not want 
to  come  forth.  Then  finally  around  10pm  on 
Christmas day,  the gift  decided it  was time to 
make her  entrance.  That’s  right,  my first  child 
Melissa was ready to make herself known to this 
world. All of the other Christmas gifts suddenly 
were shoved aside as we prepared to receive the 
greatest gift two people who are in love could 
ever  receive.  Melissa  Deanna  Hernandez  was 
born on the morning of the 26th and we could not 
have been  more  excited  during  Christmas  like 
we were that morning. We of course went on to 
have  two more  children  over  the  next  several 
years and we are every bit as proud of them as 
we are of Melissa, but Melissa sure made that 
Christmas  would  be  my  greatest  Christmas 
memory ever. She is now 33 and I am so happy 
to  say  is  working  with  me  as  my  executive 
assistant at Parables TV. 

Brian Bird

Clarence Richard Benson
An Easter Kind of Christmas
Although  he  has  been  gone  now  for 

nearly  25  years,  I  had  a  special  relationship 

when I was growing up with Clarence Richard 
Benson, my maternal Grandpa.  Of course, all of 
his  19  grandchildren  would  probably  say  the 
same thing.  That’s the kind of patriarch he was. 
Although he was a simple everyman in the ways 
of the world – a house-painter, a dam-worker, a 
prison-builder,  a  horse-wrangler  –  he  was 
sophisticated in matters of the heart…hence why 
his  offspring could all  somehow claim that  he 
had “favored” each of them. 

He  lived  and  worked  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest most of his life, so at best we would 
only see him a few times a year:  at one of the 
big  holidays,  or  when  my  folks  needed  some 
help with  some home repair  jobs.    But those 
visits  were  always  special  for  me  because  he 
always  made  me  feel  special  –  like  he  had 
somehow  discovered  a  rare  jewel.   That’s 
because he believed in emotional bribery.  Each 
time he would arrive, he never failed to greet me 
with  a  silver  handshake:  a  dollar  coin  in  the 
good years, a quarter or nickel in the lean ones. 

In the moment, candy money is golden 
to a kid.  But in fading light of the decades, the 
true  worth  of  Grandpa’s  life  was  the  spiritual 
legacy he left for his family.  His simple grace 
through life’s hardships.   His unwavering trust 
that God would always provide for him despite 
his circumstances.  His steady modeling of what 
it  means  to  be  a  man  of  faith.   Those  are 
treasures  beyond  price  in  this  world  so  taken 
with everything that glitters.

One of the years Grandpa was visiting at 
Christmas, I remember waking up to hear him 
quietly  humming in  our  guest  bathroom.   The 
door  was  slightly  ajar  and  I  could  see  him 
shirtless,  still  muscular  and  trim  even  in  his 
golden years, shaving and humming one of his 
beloved hymns.  It  was the song “I  know My 
Redeemer  Lives.”  In  the  mirror,  he  saw  me 
peering through the crack in the door and invited 
me in while he finished shaving.  I asked him 
why  he  was  humming  an  old  Easter  song  at 
Christmastime,  and  he  smiled,  thought  for  a 
moment and offered this gem:  “Because in the 
life  of  a  Christian,  everyday  is  Christmas  and 
Easter all rolled into one.”

And  then  he  palmed  another  silver 
dollar into my hand so I wouldn’t forget. 
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Sandy Boikian

Sandy Boikian

Clarence
Five  years  ago,  when  I  had  the  very 

humbling job of working as an extra and doing 
audience  work,  I  booked a  one-day  job  on  a 
court T.V. show filming at Fox Studios. 

We reported to the commissary, where a 
P.A. herded us through the streets of the back 
lot to a sound stage, making a few turns along 
the  way.  When  given  a  break  for  lunch,  we 
were  strictly  forbidden to  wander around and 
warned that doing so would result in immediate 
dismissal from the lot.

I  headed for  the commissary,  realizing 
somewhere along the way I must have made a 
wrong turn. Normally I have a fairly keen sense 
of  direction,  so  I  was  frustrated  with  myself, 
and a little fearful that I would get in trouble for 
“wandering.” A crew was filming at the end of 
the  street,  so  I  made  another  turn  to  avoid 
walking through their set.

I  found  myself  approaching  a  parking 
area. A tall, African attendant stood outside his 
little booth. I headed toward him, embarrassed 
and  hoping he  would  extend grace  to  me by 
directing me back to my sound stage and not 
kick me off the lot. I was still  quite far away 
when he flashed a huge smile and with a most 
becoming  accent  announced,  “Good  day  to 
you!”

Praise the Lord! I knew instantly in my 
spirit  this  man was  a  Christian  and that  God 
was looking out for me.

As I stepped up, he asked my name and 
told me his name was Clarence. Then he boldly 
stated, “Sandy, you will  have success. I  don’t 
know what  you’re  working on,  but  victory is 
yours!”

I stood and gaped,  my mouth hanging 
open. I’d never had anyone speak to me with 
such certainty. Not only did I want to believe 
him, but I couldn’t help but believe every word.

I  sheepishly  volunteered,  “Well,  I’m 
trying to make this movie…” 

He jumped in, proclaiming, “You will. It 
will happen! It already has.”

At  that  moment  I  realized  I  hadn’t 
gotten  lost.  God  had  directed  my  path  to 
Clarence. I desperately needed those words. I’d 
never made a film before. I didn’t know how I 
would do it, and I was fearful. 

After a few more uplifting statements I 
wish  I  could  have  bottled,  Clarence  told  me 
how to get back to the sound stage and sent me 
off with a beautiful blessing.

I  started production of  Leaving Limbo 
the  following  month,  and  although  it  was  a 
challenging and difficult shoot, I never doubted 
that God would see me through it, and that He 
would do so victoriously. 

We wrapped  shortly  before  Christmas, 
and as I watched It’s a Wonderful Life, I thought 
of my “Clarence.” I wished I could have gone 
back  to  tell  him  he  was  right,  and  how  his 
obedience to boldly speak made a difference in 
my life.  But  since he was so tuned in  to  the 
Holy  Spirit,  I  like  to  think  that  he  already 
knows.
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Doc Benson

     Dark Lights
             Tis the season when folks around the world 
find themselves  pouring a  few extra  mugs of  hot 
chocolate,  smooching  under  the  mistletoe,  and 
listening to Bing Crosby songs on repeat.  But of all 
the wonderful traditions associated with Christmas 
and  Boxing  Day,  there  is  one  that  fills  me  with 
foreboding.   This  deep-seated  reservation  was 
birthed in a family tradition that has tainted my taste 
for twinkling trimmings.
            Every year, my father would load us into the 
family car for a trip “to see the lights.”  Six kids 
plus  mom  and  dad,  all  squeezed  into  the  old 
American Motors station wagon.  For the next three 
hours  or  more,  we  would  proceed  from house  to 
house,  slowing  only  to  stare  at  other  people’s 
property.
        No  bathroom  breaks,  no  food  stops,  no 
seventh inning stretch.  We were the first victims of 
economy class syndrome. 
       The real rub was that every single year, the 
tour was exactly the same.  We stopped at the same 
houses, saw the same displays, and heard the same 
canned carols.  I even think the route was the same 
each year.  You could almost drive it with your eyes 
closed. In fact, you had to. 
           My father would light up one cigarette after 
another, till the air in that tightly closed car was as 
polluted as Pittsburgh in the 1970s.  “Don’t even try 
to crack a window, ‘cause it’s cold out there,”  he’d 
say.
           On  our  tour,  one  house  in  particular  had 
more than just lights.  The engineer from “NASA” 

that  lived  there  had  set  up  animatronic  displays. 
This was a real feat back then, and was quite a sight 
the first three or four times. 
        After that…well, imagine being trapped on 
the “It’s a small world after all” ride at Disney, over 
and over  and over  and over.  Even Mother  Teresa 
would have snapped! 
       One of the mannequins would light up and 
play what looked like a pipe organ.  Although it was 
supposed  to  be  a  hymn,  it  sounded  more  like  a 
dirge.  My younger  sister  was  always traumatized 
by the site of that Halloween transplant.
       Finally,  after  several  thousand  miles,  we 
arrived  at  the  grand  finale  -  A line  of  cars  three 
miles  long.   This was the wait  to  see the Overly 
house.  This guy had more lights than the skies over 
Roswell.  Even as a child, I wondered if he received 
a Christmas kickback from the electric company.
          When you eventually made it to the front of 
the line, a portly Santa handed each of the kids in 
the car a dum-dum lollipop. This was their special, 
loving  way  of  saying  “  I  can’t  believe  you were 
dumb enough to wait in line for this.”
           I always got root beer.  I hated root beer.
       The  fights  in  the  back  seats  grew  as  the 
evening progressed, until my father was threatening 
to beat the Christmas spirit into our backsides.
   To this day, I develop a twitch each time I 
see a gaudy display of holiday cheer.  Now, I know 
some will  call  me a  “Scrooge.”  Some may  even 
begin to psychoanalyze my disorder.  Perhaps you 
can  give  it  a  name,  such  as  Electro-phobia.   It 
doesn’t matter.  It’s my neurosis, and I’m sticking to 
it.
        By the way, don’t  even get me started on 
those blow up lawn statues.

Guess  Ye Olde  Editor  is  guilty  as  charged.   We 
drive all over the area to see the lights with our 
Grandkids.  We do think that Christmas is overly  
commercialized and the purpose of this special day  
is too often lost.  Sales starting before Halloween  
is getting to be commonplace.  Thanksgiving some 
how  gets  lost  in  between,  and  this  is  the  one 
special day for prayer and to give thanks. Ed.
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Darla Rae

Little Darla Rae at Christmas

Traditions  are  something  handed  down 
through our families and many times were not sure 
why or how they are important. In my family I have 
a Christmas memory of oranges, nuts, and stockings 
that began as a tradition.

Growing up in Southern California not a lot 
of homes had fireplaces or mantels and mine was no 
different.  So on Christmas morning our  stockings 
were not hanging over a fireplace but rather placed 
simply  under  the  edge  of  the  Christmas  tree  for 
everyone to see.  They were always filled with an 
orange and a few nuts still in their shell along with a 
pair of socks or something we needed rather than 
wanted.

It wasn’t until I got old enough to know the 
true identity of Mr. and Mrs. Clause did I learn the 
importance  of  the  tradition  of  oranges,  stockings 
and nuts, and that memory will never ever leave me.

I  was  about  seven  when  I  remember 
standing  at  the  grocery  checkout  line  when  my 
Mom  suddenly  took  off  running  leaving  me 
standing alone. When she quickly returned she said, 
“It’s just not Christmas without the oranges and nuts 
for the stockings”. I then asked her why.”Growing 
up we were very poor and at Christmas we would 
get an orange with one or two nuts in our stockings. 
Our family couldn’t afford such luxuries as oranges 
and  nuts  during  the  year.  But  we  always  looked 
forward to the smell and taste of the oranges along 
with the cracking sounds of nuts.” she said.  Then 
she shared that it was important for her to remember 
the poverty where she came from, and that now she 
could afford to buy them herself.

A gift so precious to her that she wanted us 
to enjoy them the way she did. To this day I give 
oranges  and  nuts  because  it  reminds  me  of  my 
mother,  and  where  she  came  from  and  how 
important the simple things in life can be. When I 
eat  an orange, or shelled nuts I  always remember 
my  mom.  I  have  never  witnessed  anyone  who 
enjoyed an orange the way she did. It still makes me 
smile to picture that image of my mother eating a 
Christmas orange.
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Let The Lion Roar

A Film Guaranteed To 
Cause Conversation

  The  Icon  Media  Group  has  released  a 
docudrama, Let The Lion Roar that is designed 
to  encourage  discussion  and  debate  in  a  great 
many churches. Using narration by creator and 
founder  of  Roaring  Lion  Productions, Derek 
Frank, and taking advantage of the talents of 200 
cast and crew, the film traces what is called a 
great  deception.   The theme is  that  for  nearly 
two thousand years there has been a conspiracy 
by many Christian leaders to  exclude the idea 
that Jesus was a Jew and this has led to many 
today believing we should not support Israel as a 
nation.
    Many of the performers assume the individual 
roles  of  church  leaders  through  history  who 
rejected scripture that God still loves Israel and 
will  defend  the  Jews.   Beginning  with  the 
Reformation and Kevin Sorbo portraying John 
Calvin and Jason Burkey as Martin Luther it is 

shown through their quotes that when the Jews 
still  rejected  the  idea  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
Messiah these men gave up and agreed that Jews 
should be treated  as  outcasts.  The reformation 
did  not  go  far  enough.  There  are  further 
flashbacks with Eric Roberts as Augustine, John 
Schneider  as  Bishop  Hilary  of  Pointiers  and 
Brad Stine as Ambrose of Milan revealing that 
this  thinking  was  prominent  with  the  early 
founders  of  the  church.  Interspersed  with 
narration  by  Derek  Frank  there  is  scripture 
showing  where  these  church  leaders  went 
wrong.
      Frank professes that the church needs to be 
revived, that the Church has replaced the Jews as 
God's chosen people.  That Christians are a limb 
off the tree with roots that are Jewish.  There are 
some scenes with groups representing Jews who 
died  during  the  Holocaust  and  modern  day 
Christians.  One of the actresses, Jaci Velasquez, 
speaking as a modern day Christian says “When 
my character  says something about the church 
sleeping while  God is  weeping you know,  we 
can't  sleep.  We gotta get up.  The church has 
been sleeping for far too long.”
   The  docudrama runs  an hour  and  what  we 
found  most  interesting  was  the  individual 
testimonies  given  by  the  stars.   This  is  in  an 
extra and needs to be shown when the feature is. 
We were especially  interested in comments by 
Kevin Sorbo and we saw the need for a followup 
interview with him.
    Another person we had to talk with personally 
was  Evangelist  Michael  Wingfield  who  has 
conducted  services  all  over  the  nation  on  this 
very  theme.  Using  PowerPoint  and  a  great 
understanding  of  scripture  he  makes  a  strong 
case that we need to support Israel.  Many times 
we  are  told  in  scripture  that  the  nation  that 
curses Israel will be cursed.  A danger we could 
face  in  our  own  country.  Michael  Wingfield 
points out that Israel has had persistent promises 
made  by  God  115  times,   (Genesis  12:7, 
Deuteronomy  1:8,  Ezekiel  36:24).  This  is  an 
eternal promise (Psalm 105:8-11, Deuteronomy 
32:49, Genesis 17:7).  There are those who say 
the United States is the new Israel, however the 
boundaries  of  Israel  are  fully  described, 
(Genesis  13:12,  14-15,  Genesis   15:18,  and 
Deuteronomy 1: 7-8).  This is an unconditional 
covenant in 100 passages in the Bible. This idea 
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is also prominent in the New Testament as Paul 
tells  us  God  cannot  forsake  Israel,  (Romans 
11:29).  Though the above references come from 
Michael Wingfield, a number are also used by 
Frank in this film.    
       Our only  criticism is that the film can be 
dark  in  places  and  infers  that  there  are  no 
Christians or denominations that may feel kindly 
toward  Israel.  We  are  familiar  with 
denominations  and  individual  churches  that 
recognize our allegiance with the Jewish people 
and who support Israel as a nation. Every year 
many  churches  sponsor  programs   that  give 
support to the Jewish people and trips to  Israel. 
The Book of Revelation, which we would like to 
have seen more about in the docudrama, makes 
the importance of Israel  very clear.  There are 
Christians all  through history that  should have 
been named who clearly loved and supported the 
Jewish people.  We have recently covered a new 
film about Corrie Ten Boom and there have been 
many such people like her through history. More 
recently  Franklin  Graham,  echoing  his  father 
Christian  evangelist  Billy  Graham,  has  urged 
people  to  support  the  State  of  Israel,  on  both 
moral  and  religious  grounds.  “I  support  Israel 
not only because I worship a Jew, but because of 
what the Bible says about Israel and the future 
of Israel,” he has said many times. 
     You need to see the film to judge for yourself.
It's greatest value is that it may cause us to judge 
our  own attitudes  and beliefs  about  Israel  and 
the Jewish people.
    The makers of this film would like to see it 
used  in  small  groups,  homeschool  families, 
Christian schools and churches   Let The Lion  
Roar will be available in stores in January as a 
beautifully packaged Blu-Ray/DVD-combo gift 
box with a companion book, Escaping the Great 
Deception  by  Derek  and  Francoise  Frank. 
Groups  can  also  host  screenings  by  calling 
Inspire Resources Group, (615) 414-8654.  For 
media inquiries you may contact by email:
 jennifer@iconmediagroup.us

Ed. Note:  To have quoted all the scriptures 
given above would have taken this whole issue.  
Readers are encouraged to research the subject. 

Interview with Kevin Sorbo

Kevin Sorbo in his role as Professor Radisson 
in the highly acclaimed film God's Not Dead

       After our screening of Let The Lion Roar we  
were  given  the  opportunity  to  have  a  short  
interview with  Kevin  Sorbo  who  we  had  the  
pleasure of interviewing a few years ago.  We  
have followed his career ever since his TV days 
of Hercules in which a moral point was made in  
each  episode.  This  was  equally  true  of  
Andromeda.  He  has  made  several  films  since 
then including What If... which has been used in  
churches and Bible Studies.  More recently his  
film God's Not Dead has made a major mark in  
faith film making.  Now Kevin believes another  
landmark will be made in Let The Lion Roar.

Ed.:   Kevin, it is a real pleasure to speak with 
you again.   The film Let The Lion Roar seems 
to  deal  with  a  false  theology  that  has 
influenced our faith for two thousand years. 
What drew you to this project?

Kevin:  I found it fascinating.  I had no idea that 
this had happened.  I was raised a Lutheran and I 
was aware of the good works done by Martin 
Luther and John Calvin.  I had no idea they were 
anti-semite,  I  was  shocked  in  reading  their 
comments  about  Israel  and Jews.   It  blew me 
away  and  they  had a  hand in  changing views 
about  the Bible.   Of course  this  went  on well 
before them to ancient times.  Taking the name 
Israel out of the Bible and replacing it with the 
word  church.   This  is  a  film  that  tries  to  let 
people know that God  had a set plan for Israel 
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that will be evident in today's world.  It will be 
controversial and it will be interesting to see the 
response when this comes out.  I was one of a 
number of actors and I was only there two days. 
I  think all  the  actors  worked only  one or  two 
days, I never saw anyone else.    I did my part 
and moved on. It was an interesting  experience.. 

Ed.:  Would  you  say  this  has  been  a 
conspiracy  that  has  affected  most  churches. 
That there is an idea that Jesus is not Jewish 
and we should not support Israel?

Kevin:   There  were  people  at  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion who wanted to completely reject the 
Jews as having betrayed Jesus Christ.  To take 
responsibility  away  from  gentiles.   However, 
this  was  part  of  God's  plan.  I  don't  have  any 
animosity toward the Jewish people.  This was 
what  God  wanted  to  have  happen  to  save 
everyone who accepted Jesus Christ.   I am a big 
supporter of Israel, a proponent that they have a 
right  to  their  homeland.  I  feel  incredibly 
sorrowful  about  what  they  are  going  through 
right now.   They are surrounded by enemies.  

Ed.:  The film makes a powerful case and I 
wonder what  you  think the  target  audience 
will be?  

Kevin:  I am hoping everybody.   It is the type of 
thing  that  will  create  conversation.   You  can't 
please everyone of course.  I am just hoping it 
will open the hearts and minds of some people. 
I am looking forward to seeing the conversations 
and debates that will come out of it.  

Ed.: We know you follow the news as we have 
read your commentaries.  There was a United 
States  Senator  speaking  before  a  Christian 
group who was booed off the stage when he 
said we  must  support Israel.  

Kevin:  You have to look at the audience.  There 
were  a  lot  of  people  indoctrinated  that  Israel 
does not have a right to exist.  I am kind of a live 
and let lie guy, but I have my opinions too.  I 
don't have a hatred or anger toward people who 
differ  from me.   My  wife  has  told  me  many 
times that haters hate and there isn't  much   you
can do about it.  

Ed.:  We have to wonder what those who are 
Islamic  will  feel  about  the  film.   Especially 
those who believe that the Jews do not have a 
right to their homeland.  

Kevin:   We can guess what their view is going 
to be.  Not that Muslims are bad people, there 
are about a billion and a half in the world.  They 
estimate  that  300  million  of  them  are  radical 
Islamists.   They want to destroy anybody who 
does not agree with their religion.  Even in this 
country.  Al Quida, ISIS or whatever they call 
themselves,  they  are  beheading  Christian 
children  in  other  countries.   They  are  burning 
down  churches.   Look  at  all  this  stuff  that  is 
going on.  Where is the uproar, the uproar from 
America  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  There  is 
nothing peaceful  about  radical  Islam.   Are  the 
other hundreds of millions of Muslims peaceful, 
of course they are.  On the other hand where is 
their protest about the way their religion is being 
portrayed.  Why aren't they out there marching 
in the streets as well?  It is a very strange thing 
in our world.  We know the radicals are here in 
America  and  everywhere  else,  and  they  are 
ignored.  We  need  to  wake  up  and  smell  the 
roses.  

Ed.:  In the short time remaining we need to 
move  on  to  another  topic  as  our  readers 
would like to know what your plans are for 
future projects, what we can expect to see you 
in in the future.

Kevin:  I have a movie coming out in December 
and there is a screening in Nashville coming up. 
We are  looking  for  distributors  and  it's  called 
The Secret Handshake.   It  is a family comedy. 
It is directed by Howard Klausner  and starring 
with me are Mark Collie, Amy Grant and Phil 
Valentine.  The  plot  is  about  men  and  boys 
learning together  what  it  takes  to  be  a  man.  I 
have  a  TV series  with  a  two hour  pilot  we're 
hoping HallMark will pick up.  I'll be shooting 
two movies, one in Chicago that is Faith based 
and the other a family comedy.  I will also be 
shooting  a  Western  in  December  before 
Christmas.  That will be here in California.  

Ed.:  We'll look forward to those projects and 
will keep our readers posted.
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Love Covers All 

It Is Never Too Late 
For A Fresh Start

        Praise Pictures has a new film out on DVD, 
Love Covers All, which merits wide distribution 
in theaters and churches.  Produced, directed and 
written  by  Kyle  Prohaska,  the  movie  helps 
Christians  carefully  consider  how  they  share 
their faith with others.
     Briefly it is a story about Michael, a Bible 
carrying believer, played by Jared  Young, who 
appears  to  have the world  on a  string.   He is 
successful and his wife is about to have a baby. 
He then gets the sudden news that he has lost his 
job and it  all comes tumbling down.  Estranged 
from a  father,  portrayed  by  Rusty  Martin,  Sr., 
who neglected him, Michael desperately  wants 
a perfect life for his son. He runs away and then 
he has second thoughts and tries to return.  Car 
trouble makes him stop in a late hour  at an old 
gas station three hours away from his wife who 
is in labor.
     The tension point would appear to be his 

trying to get home, however that is not for us the 
key part of the film. Michael is not only stranded 
at  the gas station, but his sole company is the 
owner,  Bob  played by Rusty  Whitener.   What 
makes this film for us is the dialogue between 
these two men.  There is  no danger that these 
scenes  will  turn  into  “talking  heads.”   While 
Michael is having problems with his faith, Bob 
once  was  a  Church-goer  until  tragedy and his 
church's  treatment  convinced  him  to  stay  an 
unbeliever. Rusty Whitener's acting is brilliant as 
he challenges both Michael's beliefs and his own 
hangups.  This  movie and the acting should be 
up for awards

      The film also stars Jennifer Mercurio, Rhoda 
Griffis (Mom's  Night  Out,  The   Blind  Side), 
Jason  Burkey  (October  Baby,  Let  The  Lion 
Roar),  Michael Joiner(The  Grace  Card), 
Rusty Martin  Sr..  (Courageous), Rusty  Martin, 
Jr.  (Jackson's  Run)  make  up  a  well  balanced 
cast.   There is  a  very  satisfying ending to  the 
film and we are reminded of the old saying that 
“The only Bible some people may ever read is 
ours lives”.
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DOC BENSON TO 
SHOOT NEW MOVIE

 
 

Multi-award  winning  Director  and 
Producer  Eric  “Doc”  Benson  is  currently 
planning his next feature film, The Publication. 

 
The movie, which will be filmed in West 

Virginia, will tell the story of a woman returning 
home  to  her  home  town,  only to  find  herself 
caught  in  a family crisis  and community-wide 
drama.  A mysterious  publication  is  revealing 
secrets in town, and time is running out to stop 
the next edition before it comes out. 

 
This  family-friendly  and  faith-based 

movie  will  include  several  recognized  actors 
including  Nancy Stafford  (Matlock,  Christmas 
with  a  Capital  C),  Lee  Perkins  (Foxcatcher), 
and  others.  There  will  even  be  a  few  actors 
returning from Doc’s first movie, Seven Deadly  
Words.

 
Building on the international success of 

Seven Deadly Words, Benson is putting together 
an impressive team behind the scenes as well.  
And  like  that  film,  The  Publication will  take 
place in and with the partnership of a committed 
community: Glenville, West Virginia.

 
“When  we  shot  SDW  (Seven  Deadly  

Words) in Connersville,  Indiana,” said Benson. 
“the folks there were so supportive of the project 
that  they gave us  permission to use the actual 
city name, police vehicles, and businesses in the 
movie. Many local residents even invested in the 
film  project.”  By  working  with  Connersville 
leadership  and  churches,  the  production 
company was able to save money and the city 
was able to gain positive national attention.

 
A West  Virginia  resident,  Benson  was 

drawn  to  Glenville  as  a  filming  location  for 
several reasons.  “Glenville has a great look to 
it.  The Main Street is perfect for our story, and 
there are key support structures in place such as 
lodging. ” Benson also said there will be a need 
to seek out local residents for both on and off 
camera roles.   

 
Benson  and  his  team  at  Culdee 

Productions are busy working on pre-production 
responsibilities  and  assembling  other  potential 
cast  and  crew  members  for  this  project. 
Investors  have  already joined  the  project,  but 
Benson  is  seeking  others  as  well.  The  film 
already has Theatrical distribution interest.  

Plans are to hold principal photography 
in July of 2014.  For more information visit  the 
Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/publicationmovie   
or  docbenson.org 

Nancy Stafford 

Nancy Stafford will be starring in this film and  
will  be a plus in what already sounds like the  
making of an excellent movie.  In our last issue  
we reviewed Seven Deadly Words and happily  
endorsed it.  It has been used in churches with  
much success and has won many awards.  We  
look forward to The Publication.   Ed.
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The Comeback Kids

A TV Series to bring 
back Our Favorites

Ryan Paul James

      How many times have we heard it said 
“They do not  make TV shows like the ones I 
once  enjoyed.”   Through  Kathy  Garver  and 
Kerri  Pomarolli  we  heard  about  a  project  that 
Ryan Paul James has created with filming that 
started this past month and it sounds exciting to 
us.  
     The Comeback Kids  js a half hour, one 
camera comedy that follows the mission of two 
former  child  stars  with  a  dream.  Richie 
Eisenberg (played by Richard Horvitz) and Gary 
Fischer (Dean Cameron) were big child stars in 
the '70s and '80s and now in their forties they 
want another chance to make it again.  This is 
set against a Hollywood that has greatly changed 
and the two have a struggle to make sense of a 
business they once conquered.  
        What makes this exciting is the cast of 
stars we enjoyed in both child and adult roles, 
some of whom are very active today.  It will be a 
delight  to  see  Gavin  MacLeod  (Mary  Tyler  
Moore, The Love Boat) as Richie's retiring agent 
and Mariette Hartley (among whose many roles 
is  remembered  for  a  Classic  Star  Trek)  as 
Richie's mom. Keith Coogan will play Richie's 
number  one  acting  competitor  and  Scott 
Schwartz  will  play  Richie's  former  agent  who 
hates  him.  Aileen  Quinn  will  play  Richie's 

pyschologist  and  Kathy  Garver  will  play  an 
agent who turns Richie down. Richie is also in a 
“Former  Child  Star  Support  Group”  which  is 
composed  of  stars  playing  themselves,  Eve 
Plumb,  Johnny  Whitaker,  Keith  Coogan  and 
Lark Voorhies.  Right now Ryan is in talks with 
Tim  Conway  and  Penny  Marshall  to  make 
cameo appearances.
       The plot line and cast list makes this a 
series we would like to see succeed.
      Ryan  has  a  broad  background  for  this 
type of project.  He is an actor, radio personality, 
writer,  TV host  and  director.   He  debuted  in 
1994  with  The  Mickey  Mouse  Club and  has 
acted in television, stage and film.  
    It must be mentioned that Ron McGehee 
and Kerri Pomarolli are also involved with this 
project.   These two Christian comedians are a 
real plus for any series.   Kerri says this is her 
“chance to meet Captain Stubing.”

Ron  McGehee,  Kerri  Pomarolli,  Melissa 
Disney James and Ryan Paul James working 
on the pilot for The Comeback Kids.  

    The link below is worth checking into 
and may give you an idea of what to expect.

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/the-
comeback-kids-webseries/x/8693354
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Keeping Up With Kathy

Kathy Garver and director Heather Donell  at 
premiere of their film, Murder, Mom and Me.
      Kathy Garver's  romantic comedy mystery 
movie,  Murder,  Mom  and  Me  premiered  in 
September to receive a great response.   We have 
heard from some that the film will be quite a hit 
and we are always glad to hear that for one of 
our Christian friends in film and on TV.
    In  October  Kathy  recorded  an  on  camera 
introduction to what she considers a worthwhile 
documentary entitled  Finish Line.  This is about 
a  marathon  runner  Liz  Ferro's  charitable 
organization,  Girls With Sole which helps fund 
after-school programs and girls sports. 
www.girlswithsole.org
      Kathy has also signed contracts for two new 
books.  The first is to be released in 2015 and 
the second during the year of the anniversary of 
Family  Affair in  2016.  She  already  has  two 
books  out,  The  Family  Affair  Cookbook and 
Surviving  Cissy-My  Family  Affair  of  Life  in  
Hollywood.
       In January she will be playing Aunt Polly in 
a new stage musical adaptation of  Tom Sawyer 
The  River  Song  at  the  Niswonger  Performing 
Arts Center in Greenville, Tennessee.

Rocking Horse: A Personal Biography 
of Betty Hutton by Gene Arceri

Audio Book Recording by Kathy Garver

        Kathy Garver has won awards for her audio 
book recordings and we believe this will  have 
her up for another one.  Betty Hutton is known 
as  a  singer,  actress  and comedian  and for  this 
book  author Gene Arceri had several interviews 
with  her.  Kathy  again  delivers  a  dramatic 
reading and when Betty is quoted by Kathy you 
feel you are hearing the actual voice of this great 
entertainer whose work we are familiar with.
    Gene  Arceri  had  a  short  time  with  Betty 
Hutton  and recorded  their  talks.  Betty  did  not 
deal long on films she was most noted for like 
Annie  Get  Your  Gun,  The  Biggest  Show  On 
Earth and other films that brought so much joy 
to millions of movie goers.  However,  it  is  her 
troubled life and her ups and downs that most 
draw your attention.
     Kathy has  a  way of   picking Betty's 
vibrant  spark  that  made  her  a  film  star 
favorite.  The  listener  feels  personally 
involved. We highly recommend this.
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Book Reviews
Three Christians Examine False 

Doctrines in Society and the Media

   At first glance readers may assume that 
What  Women  Really  Want  is  another  “chick 
book” on how to survive in today's world.  That 
would be very wrong as this is a collection of 
writings  by  three  very  successful  women who 
have  had  to  face  discrimination  and  prejudice 
because of their Christian beliefs.  It is a book 
for  both  sexes  and  all  ages.   While  seeming 
political, there is a great deal covering the media 
and many of the very things that this publication 
has been concerned about.  We consider this an 
important book for all our readers.
  Ann  Marie  Murrell  is  an  actress  who 
was liberal  in  her  views at  one time until  she 
found road blocks in her career because of her 
faith.  She admits that she was disengaged until 
she realized what was happening in our nation.
    Morgan  Brittany,  who  we  interviewed 
this  past  year,  tells  her  story  as  well  as 
documents  how  Hollywood  has  changed  over 
the years.  She details the cultural change from 
faith and family friendly films and television to 
what we have today.  Things that give America a 
bad image around the world.
      Dr. Gina Loudon has her own interview 
show  and  gives  the  reasoning  behind  the 

opposition to family friendly film and television. 
   All three writers make their cases with 
personal stories from their own lives.   A basic 
theme is that women can empower themselves 
and other women by doing what God intends for 
them to do and not the stereotypical portrayed 
by many unbelievers in the media.

        WND Books Publisher, 234 pages.

Sherlock in Bible Studies!

    One  of  the  most  popular  characters  in 
fiction  for  over  a  hundred  years  has  been 
Sherlock Holmes.  Movies  and TV shows have 
added  to  this  consulting  detective's  mystique. 
Len  Bailey  is  both  a  theologian  and  a 
Sherlockian.  In his study book Sherlock Holmes 
and the Needle's Eye  he has the great detective 
and Watson become time travelers to solve ten 
mysteries  of  the  Bible  that  scholars  debate  to 
this day.  Holmes uses only scripture from the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  to  come  up  with 
solutions that will amaze the reader.  There are 
also  exercises  that  are  fun.   Elementary  dear 
readers.
         Thomas Nelson Publisher, 301 Pages
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People & Places
        Jenn Gotzon was recently in Georgia to 
star in the film Sinking Sand.  Sandra Williams 
is also in it.  We expect  to have more about this 
film in the future.

Jenn Gotzon with Sinking Sand producer and 
director Brian Yarbrough.
     This  past  September Sandra Williams 
was the special guest star for  Olde Salem Days 
in Salem, Virginia.  Tens of thousands of people 
were there and Sandra got to meet a great many 
making numerous new friends.

Sandra  at  her  booth  with  some  of  her 
“worker bees”   She was also the guest artist 
for  the Center for the Performing Arts.

The Good Book Receives Film 

Innovation Award

Apolonia Davalos, one of  stars appearing  in 
The   Good  Book, is  currently  starring  in  a 
series  of  on  the  net  radio  shows  titled The 
Baby Shugs Show.

 In the past six months  The Good Book 
movie has received an impressive sixteen film 
festival accolades. The most recent recognition, 
the  "Film  Innovation  Award"  from  Churches  
Making  Movies,  is  a  special  award  created 
specifically  for  The  Good  Book movie  for  its 
innovative  approach  to  sharing  the  gospel 
without  words.  Other  accolades  include  “Best 
Inspirational Film” at Holywood Christian Film 
Festival, “Best  Feature”  and  “Best  Female 
Director” at GloryReelz Christian Film Festival, 
“Best  Faith  Film Runner  Up” at  Mount  Dora 
Family  Film  Festival,  and  nomination  for  the 
prestigious “Best Mission” Stellae Award at Pan 
Pacific Film Festival. 

Starring  Jenn  Gotzon,  Evan  Fielding, 
Apolonia  Davalos,  Torry  Martin,  BK  Bomar, 
Amanda  Pentecost,  Rebecca  Lines,  and  Josh 
Childs, The Good Book tells the story of a small 
Bible that is passed along to fourteen strangers, 
impacting the lives of seven of those individuals. 
It's  told  without  dialogue,  using only  dramatic 
action  and  a  dynamic  soundtrack.  The  movie 
concludes  with  testimonies  from  a  Bible 
smuggler and a convicted murderer whose lives 
were impacted by a Bible.  The Good Book is the 
fifth  feature  film  for  Mainstreet  Productions. 
The  Good  Book is  being  distributed  by 
Bridgestone Media Group and will be released 
nationwide  in  January  2015.  For  more 
information  visit  the  website  at 
www.goodbookmovie.com.
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Scrooge, the Musical
   Returning  to  the  Roanoke/Berglund 
Civic Center in Roanoke, Virginia is the musical 
Scrooge  performed by New Century Church.  A 
popular event that ranks with the top Christmas 
programs in Virginia, it is held yearly.  The dates 
are December 4 to 6,  7:30 P.M. Thursday and 
Friday,  Saturday  1:00  and  6:00  P.M.. 
Admission  is  free  with  contributions  accepted 
for a charity.     For information call (540) 366-
6118

Nancy Stafford posing with some of the child 
actors in Scrooge during the 2013 production.

Dragons and Elves and Orcs, Oh My!

         Virginia becomes Middle Earth
    A group  of  young  people  in  Northern 
Virginia  are  working  on  what  they  hope  will 

either be an on the net or TV series that will be 
reminiscent  of  Tolkein's Lord  of  the  Rings  
trilogy.   Director Ron Newcomb describes this 
series,  to  be  called  The  Rangers,  as  “telling 
history  in  a  fantasy  world.”   A local  resident 
playing a king,  Bill Walton, states that this is a 
“classic good vs. evil story.”  One of our readers 
Casey Shapiro,  also one of the actors, recently 
contacted  us  about  this  undertaking  and  what 
impressed  us  is  the  support  the  film  is  being 
given  by  local  businesses.  The  independent 
Opening  Act  Productions,  which  is  run  by 
Newcomb and  his  partner  Scott  Mathias was 
backed  by  a  Kickstarter  campaign.  There  is  a 
very  well  done  introductory  trailer  we 
recommend you taking a look at.  And yes, there 
will be dragons, elves and orcs.
http://therangers.mymiddleearth.com/   

Something New From The 
Entertainment Ministry

         Stephen  Skelton the  director  and 
founder of The Entertainment Ministry has done 
it  again.   He  has  put  together  another  Bible 
Study  program,  this  time for  one of  our  most 
beloved Christmas Films,  It's A Wonderful Life.  
In the past we have seen great success with  the 
use  of  his  Mayberry (Andy  Griffith  Show), 
Superman,  John  Wayne,  Gilligan's  Island,  
Bonanza and other  Bible Studies.   In  his  own 
words Stephen “seeks to identify God's purposes 
in popular entertainment.”  This latest program 
includes a DVD of  It's a Wonderful Life, study 
books and a  study guide.   For  information on 
what is available and how to order on line go to 
http://www.entmin.com/
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